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To hold you close as you 
fall with the hope that you 
may rise in a better place

M U H E B   E S M A T

The realization that almost a year later there are still few words that will best describe what 
happened in Afghanistan in August 2021, is rather daunting and somewhat defeating. Partly because 
QR�ZRUGV�VPDOO�HQRXJK�WR�ÀW�WKLV�SDJH�FDQ�FDUU\�WKH�ZHLJKW�DQG�JUDYLW\�RI�WKH�VHD�RI�SDLQ�DQG�ORVV�
XQOHDVKHG�XSRQ�D�QDWLRQ� IRU�\HDUV��PDGH�HYHU�PRUH�YLVLEOH�RYHUQLJKW��7KH� HQG�RI� DQ�RFFXSDWLRQ�
PDUNHG�WKH�ULVH�RI�WKH�GHVSRWLF�7DOLEDQ�UHJLPH��,W�LV�D�WLWDQLF�FKDQJH�WKDW�LV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�PRUH�YLVLEOH��
but we are still to fully grasp its consequences and effects upon the people in all its forms. Who won, 
and who lost in the two decades-long war waged upon the land is a bewildering question, but what 
KDV� EHFRPH� HYHU�PRUH� HYLGHQW� LV� WKDW� LW�ZDV� WKH� RUGLQDU\� FLWL]HQV�ZKRVH� OLYHV� DQG� IXWXUHV�ZHUH�
gambled in a contest for power between the United States and its allies, and the Taliban. 
 In our increasingly connected but shockingly distant and remote world, it didn’t take 
ORQJ�IRU�HYHU\RQH�WR�EHFRPH�VSHFWDWRUV�RI� WKH�HQG�RI� WKH�86� LPSHULDO�JDPH�ZKLFK�WKH\�KDG� ORQJ�
LJQRUHG��$V�VFHQHV�RI�GHVSHUDWLRQ�DW�.DEXO�$LUSRUW�ZHUH�HWFKHG�RQWR�WHOHYLVLRQ�VFUHHQV�HYHU\ZKHUH��
IDPRXVO\�HQVKULQHG�E\�WKH�XQEHOLHYDEOH�GHVSHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PHQ�ZKR�VDZ�QR�RWKHU�KRSH�EXW�WR�FOLQJ�
RQWR�WKH�&����86�$LU�)RUFH�SODQH��RQO\�WR�WKHQ�OLYH�RQ�DV�IDOOLQJ�VWDUV��FDSWXUHG�E\�FHOO�SKRQH�FDPHUDV�
LQ�EURDG�GD\OLJKW��7ZR�RI�WKHP��6DÀXOODK�+RWDN�DQG�)LGD�0RKDPPDG��KDG�FOXQJ�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�EHIRUH�
falling onto a rooftop in Kabul. While it feels mentally and physically jarring to think of the fear 
WKDW�PXVW�KDYH�FUHSW�LQWR�WKHP�DV�WKH\�WRRN�RQ�WKLV�MRXUQH\�WR�WKH�LPSRVVLEOH��WKHLU�HYHQWXDO�GHVWLQ\�
VHUYHG�DV�D�UHPLQGHU�RI�KRZ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�RFFXSDWLRQ�DQG�LWV� IRUHLJQ�DQG�ORFDO�DOOLHV�YLHZHG�WKH�
ORFDO�SRSXODWLRQ�DQG�WKHLU�OLYHV�DV�GLVSHQVDEOH��7KLV�ZDV�PDGH�HYHQ�PRUH�YLVLEOH�E\�D�GURQH�VWULNH�RQ�
FLYLOLDQV�LQ�.DEXO�WKH�GD\�EHIRUH�WKH�86�ZLWKGUDZDO��WKH�VKRRWLQJ�RI�FLYLOLDQV�E\�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�DQG�
a suicide attack at Kabul Airport.
 While the deaths, the losses, desperation and calamities of the end of the American 
occupation were genuinely shocking to the world, albeit momentarily, if one were to look closely 
DQG�WUXWKIXOO\�DW� WKH�HYHQWV�RI� WKH� ODVW� WZR�GHFDGHV�� WKLV�HQG�ZDV�QRWKLQJ�EXW�H[SHFWHG³DQRWKHU�
PRPHQW�LQ�DQ�XWWHUO\�GHVWUXFWLYH�ZDU�WKDW�KDG�GHVWUR\HG�PDQ\�OLYHV�ZDV�RQO\�VHW�DSDUW�EHFDXVH�LW�
ZDV�QR�ORQJHU� LQYLVLEOH³JLYLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�D�JOLPSVH�LQWR�ZKDW�WUXO\�WKLV� ORQJ�ZDU�ZDV��D�EORRG\�
occupation blanketed under the guise of a mission for democracy and freedom. On the other hand, 
WKLV�PRPHQW�IRU�UHÁHFWLRQ�XSRQ�WKH�86�DQG�LWV�DOOLHV·�RFFXSDWLRQ�ZDV�UDWKHU�TXLFNO\�RYHUVKDGRZHG�
E\�WKH�UHWXUQ�WR�SRZHU�RI�WKH�7DOLEDQ��ZKRVH�RZQ�WUDFN�UHFRUG�RI�YLROHQFH�DQG�DWURFLWLHV�ULYDOV�WKDW�
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RI� WKH� RFFXS\LQJ� DUPLHV��1HYHUWKHOHVV�� WKLV� WUDJLF� WXUQ� RI� HYHQWV�PDUNHG� WKH� SRZHU� RI� YLVLELOLW\�
DQG�WKH�XUJHQW�QHHG�IRU�D�FULWLFDO�UHH[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�$IJKDQLVWDQ·V�UHFHQW�KLVWRU\�EH\RQG�WKH�RIÀFLDO�
QDUUDWLYH�GLVSHUVHG�GXULQJ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�RFFXSDWLRQ��7KLV�PRQXPHQWDO�WDVN�KDV�EHHQ�DW�WKH�FRUH�RI�
WKH�DUWZRUNV�SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�DUWLVW�$]L]�+D]DUD��'HVSLWH�KLV�\RXQJ�DJH�DQG�WKH�SUHVVXUHV�RI�ZRUNLQJ�
LQ�D�KRVWLOH�VRFLDO�DQG�FRQYROXWHG�DUWLVWLF�HQYLURQPHQW��KH�KDV�ORQJ�VRXJKW�WR�FULWLFDOO\�UHH[DPLQH�WKH�
YLVLEOH�DQG�LQYLVLEOH�VLGHV�RI�WKH�ZDU�DQG�KRZ�LW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�VKDSH�$IJKDQ�VRFLHW\��
 In a rather enigmatic scene, three young boys are photographed standing shoulder to 
shoulder at the centre of the image. With barren hills behind, glimpses of white light are scattered 
OLNH� VWDUV� DERYH� WKHP�� %H\RQG� ORRNLQJ� GLUHFWO\� DW� WKH� YLHZHU�� WKH� VXEMHFWV·� SUHVHQFH� LV� VWUDQJHO\�
KHLJKWHQHG�E\� WKH�EOXU� WKDW� UHVWULFWV� WKH�YLHZHU� IURP�FOHDUO\�FRQVWUXFWLQJ� WKHLU� IDFHV�� ,Q�DGGLWLRQ��
WKH�LPDJH·V�JKRVWO\�JUHHQLVK�OXPLQHVFHQFH�IXUWKHU�H[DFHUEDWHV�WKH�XQHDVH�SXOVDWLQJ�IURP�WKH�LPDJH��
3DUW�RI�D� VHULHV�RI� VHYHQ�SKRWRJUDSKV� WLWOHG�&DPRXÁDJH� ��������+D]DUD� FUHDWHG� WKLV�ZRUN�XWLOL]LQJ�
PLOLWDU\�QLJKW�YLVLRQ�JRJJOHV�XVHG�E\�86�IRUFHV�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��ZKLFK�WKH�DUWLVW�ERXJKW�IURP�D�ORFDO�
market in Kabul. 
� ,Q� WKHVH� VWDJHG� VFHQHV� FDSWXUHG� WKURXJK� WKH�PDVWHU·V� WRRO��+D]DUD� DOORZV� WKH� YLHZHU� WR�
UHÁHFW�RQ�WKH�LQYLVLEOH�DQG�KLGGHQ�VLGHV�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�ZDU�DQG�WKH�WHFKQRORJLHV�WKDW�IDFLOLWDWHG�
LQFRQFHLYDEOH�YLROHQFH��+H�SUHVHQWV�WKH�YLHZHU�ZLWK�D�JOLPSVH�LQWR�WKH�ORVV��WUDXPD�DQG�FRQIXVLRQ�
LQÁLFWHG�XSRQ�PDQ\�$IJKDQ�IDPLOLHV�GXULQJ�QLJKW�UDLGV�RU�´NLOO�RU�FDSWXUHµ�RSHUDWLRQV��D�PLOLWDU\�
tactic used by the US and its allies. At one point, the international forces reportedly conducted forty 
raids per night across Afghanistan.1� 7KHVH� UDLGV�RIWHQ� LQYROYHG� WKH� VXGGHQ�EXUVWLQJ� LQWR� FLYLOLDQ�
KRPHV��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�FDVXDOWLHV�DQG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�YLRODWLRQV�WKDW�ZRXOG�QHYHU�EH�DFFRXQWHG�IRU��DV�ERWK�
this foreign military and its local allies would see any search for justice as an act of war against their 
VXFFLQFWO\�FUHDWHG�DQG�JORZLQJ�QDUUDWLYH�RI�OLIH�XQGHU�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ��
� 'XULQJ� KLV� VSHHFK� WR� WKH�8QLWHG� 6WDWHV�&RQJUHVV� DQG� WKH� QDWLRQ� RQ� ��� 6HSWHPEHU� ������
3UHVLGHQW� *HRUJH�:�� %XVK� HPSKDWLFDOO\� FODLPHG� WKDW� WKH\� ´VKRXOG� QRW� H[SHFW� RQH� EDWWOH�� EXW� D�
OHQJWK\�FDPSDLJQ�XQOLNH�DQ\�RWKHU�ZH�KDYH�HYHU�VHHQ�� ,W�PD\�LQFOXGH�GUDPDWLF�VWULNHV�YLVLEOH�RQ�
79�DQG�FRYHUW�RSHUDWLRQV�VHFUHW�HYHQ�LQ�VXFFHVV�µ2 Against this background, which according to the 
Cost of War Project3� UHVXOWHG� LQ� WKH�HYHQWXDO�GHDWKV�RI�QHDUO\��������FLYLOLDQV� LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ�DQG�
3DNLVWDQ��%XVK·V�FODLPV�DERXW��FRYHUW��YLVLELOLW\�DQG�LQYLVLELOLW\�DUH�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�FDXVH�RI�KRZ�WKH�
WUXH� IDFH� RI� WKH� VXEVHTXHQW� WZR�GHFDGH�RFFXSDWLRQ�ZDV�KLGGHQ� IURP� WKH�SXEOLF�� 7KLV� LQYLVLELOLW\�
SOD\V�D�FHQWUDO�UROH�LQ�+D]DUD·V�DUW�SUDFWLFH��DV�KH�WDNHV�XS�KLV�PRQXPHQWDO�WDVN�RI�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�DQG�
bringing to light the ghastly spectacle of war that has scarred many inside the country. 

1��ƌŝĐĂ�'ĂƐƚŽŶ͕�͚EŝŐŚƚ�ZĂŝĚƐ͗�&Žƌ��ĨŐŚĂŶ��ŝǀŝůŝĂŶƐ͕�ƚŚĞ��ŽƐƚƐ�DĂǇ�KƵƚǁĞŝŐŚ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶĞĮƚƐ͕͛ �KƉĞŶ�^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶƐ, 19 September 2011; 
ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŽƉĞŶƐŽĐŝĞƚǇĨŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶƐ͘ŽƌŐͬǀŽŝĐĞƐͬŶŝŐŚƚͲƌĂŝĚƐͲĂĨŐŚĂŶͲĐŝǀŝůŝĂŶƐͲĐŽƐƚƐͲŵĂǇͲŽƵƚǁĞŝŐŚͲďĞŶĞĮƚƐ; accessed 16 May 2022

2�͚dĞǆƚ͗�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ��ƵƐŚ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶ͕͛ �The Washington Post͕�ϮϬ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϬϭ͖�ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ǁĂƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŶƉŽƐƚ͘ĐŽŵͬǁƉͲƐƌǀͬŶĂƟŽŶͬ
ƐƉĞĐŝĂůƐͬĂƩĂĐŬĞĚͬƚƌĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƚƐͬďƵƐŚĂĚĚƌĞƐƐͺϬϵϮϬϬϭ͘Śƚŵů

3 See ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁĂƚƐŽŶ͘ďƌŽǁŶ͘ĞĚƵͬĐŽƐƚƐŽĨǁĂƌͬĮŐƵƌĞƐͬϮϬϮϭͬŚƵŵĂŶͲĂŶĚͲďƵĚŐĞƚĂƌǇͲĐŽƐƚƐͲĚĂƚĞͲƵƐͲǁĂƌͲĂĨŐŚĂŶŝƐƚĂŶͲϮϬϬϭͲϮϬϮϮ
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� 7UDQVJUHVVLQJ�WKH�GUDPDWLF�LPDJHV�SURGXFHG�E\�SKRWRMRXUQDOLVWV�WKDW�H[SORLW�WKH�WKHDWULFDO�
FUXHOW\�RI�ZDU�WKURXJK�WKH�DEMHFW�ERGLHV�RI�LWV�YLFWLPV��LQ�&DPRXÁDJH�+D]DUD�XWLOL]HV�REVFXULW\�DV�D�
SRZHUIXO�WRRO�WR�JXLGH�WKH�YLHZHU·V�DWWHQWLRQ�IURP�WKH�YLFWLP�WR�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU��7KH�EOXUUHG�LPDJHV�
GLUHFWO\�UHIHUHQFH�WKH�PXUN\�HYLGHQFH�XVHG�E\�WKH�IRUHLJQ�DUPLHV�DQG�WKHLU�ORFDO�DOOLHV�WR�VHQWHQFH�
WKH�ORFDO�VXEMHFWV�RI�WKHVH�UDLGV�WR�DFWV�RI�YLROHQFH��$V�6XVDQ�6RQWDJ�ZULWHV�LQ�5HJDUGLQJ�WKH�3DLQ�RI�
2WKHUV� �������� ´WKH�PHPRU\�RI�ZDU�� KRZHYHU�� OLNH� DOO�PHPRU\�� LV�PRVWO\� ORFDO�µ4 This localness is 
HYLGHQW�LQ�WKH�+D]DUD·V�ZRUN�DV�KH�GHOLEHUDWHO\�DWWHPSWV�WR�UHVSHFW�KLV�VXEMHFW·V�EODPHOHVVQHVV��DV�
D�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�WKDW�DQ\�FLWL]HQ�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�WKDW�VXEMHFW��HYHQ�KLPVHOI��,QVWHDG�
RI� IDFLOH� FRPSDVVLRQ� RIWHQ� DURXVHG� E\� WKH�ZLGHO\� FLUFXODWHG� LPDJHV� RI� WKH�ZDU�� +D]DUD·V�ZRUNV�
DLP�WR�LQFLWH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�DQG�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�ZKLFK�ZDV�QRW�D�FRPPRQ�SUDFWLFH�IRU�DUWLVWV�ZRUNLQJ�
LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��KLV� VDG� LPDJHV�HYLGHQFH�RI� WKH�EDUEDULW\�RI�D�ZDU� WKDW� ODFNHG� WUDQVSDUHQF\� LQ� LWV�
conduct.
 7KH�PRVW�SRWHQW�ZRUNV�RI�DUW�HPHUJH�IURP�D�GHHS�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�WKDW�
JLYHV�WKHP�WKHLU�PHDQLQJ�DQG�XUJHQF\��ZKHUH�WKH�DUWLVW�KDV�QRW�RQO\�REVHUYHG�WKH�YDULRXV�FDXVHV�
DQG�PDWHULDO�HQFRXQWHUHG�EXW�DOVR�KDV�OLYHG�ZLWK�WKHP��$Q�XQGHQLDEOH�DPRXQW�RI�OLYHG�H[SHULHQFHV�
VHHSV� RXW� IURP�+D]DUD·V� DUWZRUNV� WRZDUGV� LWV� DXGLHQFH�� VSHFLÀFDOO\� UHODWHG� WR� KRZ� WKH�PLOLWDU\�
WHFKQRORJ\� WKDW� ÁRRGHG�$IJKDQLVWDQ� DIWHU� ����� EHJDQ� WR� LQWHUSRODWH� LWVHOI� LQWR� WKH� SK\VLFDO� DQG�
FXOWXUDO�HQYLURQPHQW��
 One of my earliest memories, of bewilderment, of the difference between our world and 
that of the foreign soldiers patrolling our neighborhoods early in the war, in the mid-2000s, is a story 
WROG�E\�D�IULHQG�LQ�VFKRRO��6LWWLQJ�LQ�RXU�IUHVKO\�UHQRYDWHG�FODVVURRPV��SDUW�RI�WKH�ZDU·V�¶KXPDQLWDULDQ�
HQWHUSULVH·��WKDW�UHTXLUHV�D�VHSDUDWH�HVVD\�WR�WKLV�WR�H[SRVH�DQG�GLVSURYH���DV�ZLWK�DQ\�DGROHVFHQWV�
SUHRFFXSLHG�ZLWK� WKH�QHYHU�HQGLQJ�VHDUFK� IRU�QHZ�IDFWV� LQ� WKH�VHUYLFH�RI� LPSUHVVLQJ�RXU�SHHUV��D�
FODVVPDWH��ZKR� ,�ZRXOG� UHIHU� WR� DV� ´.KDOLGµ� ORXGO\� FODLPHG� WKDW�KH�KDG� OHDUQHG� WKDW� WKH� IRUHLJQ�
VROGLHUV�KDG�JODVVHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�DOORZ�WKHP�WR�VHH�DQ\RQH�QDNHG��7KH�EL]DUUH�IDFW�ZDV�WKDW�HYHQ�DW�
WKH�WLPH�KLV�VWRU\�VHHPHG�ERWK�LQFRPSUHKHQVLEOH�\HW�HTXDOO\�EHOLHYDEOH��JLYHQ�WKH�EUHDGWK�DQG�GHSWK�
RI�PLOLWDU\�WHFKQRORJLFDO�PLJKW�WKDW�KDG�RYHUUXQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�WKDW�ZDV�H[WULFDWLQJ�LWVHOI�IURP�D�GHFDGH�
RI�GHVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�ZRUOG�LVRODWLRQ�IROORZLQJ�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�6RYLHW�LQYDVLRQ�RI�WKH�����V��,�LQWURGXFH�
WKLV� HOHPHQW� KHUH� EHFDXVH� WKHUH� LV� D� GLUHFW� UHODWLRQVKLS� WR� WKLV� VXEMHFWLYLW\� RI� OLYHG� H[SHULHQFH� LQ�
+D]DUD·V�DUWZRUN��
 In a set of four monotone images titled .LWH� %DOORRQ� �������� WDNHQ� IURP� WKH� WRS� RI� D� KLOO�
RYHUORRNLQJ�.DEXO��+D]DUD�IRFXVHV�KLV�FDPHUD�WRZDUGV�ZKDW�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�D�WLQ\�ZKLWH�EDOORRQ�VHHQ�
KRYHULQJ� DERYH� WKH� FLW\�� 7KLV� VHULHV� GUDZV� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� KHOLXP�SRZHUHG�86�PLOLWDU\� VXUYHLOODQFH�
EDOORRQV��ZKLFK�PHDVXUHG�QHDUO\�����IHHW�ORQJ�DQG�ZHUH�VWDWLRQHG�DW�������IHHW�KLJK���YLVLEOH�RYHU�
.DEXO�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�FLWLHV�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��7KHVH�VS\�EOLPSV�KDYH�QRZ�GLVDSSHDUHG�IROORZLQJ�WKH�
H[LW�RI�86�IRUFHV³EXW�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�OLYLQJ�XQGHU�WKHP��WKDW�VKDSHG�WKH�OLYHV�RI�PDQ\�VLQFH�WKHLU�
original introduction into the country in 2007, remains.

4 Susan Sontag, Regarding the Pain of Others, New York City, NY: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2003



82 | 83

To hold you close as you fall with the hope that you may rise in a better place

� 7KHVH� EDOORRQV�� SDUW� RI� D� IDU� PRUH� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� QHWZRUN� RI� VXUYHLOODQFH� ZLWK� WKHLU�
FDSDELOLWLHV�DQG�IXQFWLRQV�KLJKO\�FODVVLÀHG��DQG�HTXLSSHG�ZLWK�LQIUDUHG�KHDW�VHQVLQJ�FDPHUDV��ZHUH�
FRQVLGHUHG�DQ�¶HYLO�H\H·� LQ�WKH�VN\��:KLOH�WKH\�PLJKW�QRW�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�VHH�WKH�FLWL]HQV� OLYLQJ�
EHQHDWK�WKHP�QDNHG�DV�´.KDOLGµ�VWDWHG��WKH\�ZHUH�D�GLUHFW�DWWDFN�RQ�WKH�VDQFWLW\�RI�WKH�SULYDWH�VSKHUH�
EHORZ��D�VDFUHG�SLOODU�RI� ORFDO�VRFLHW\��7KURXJK�VLPSOH�FRXQWHU�LPDJLQJ��+D]DUD�UHPLQGV�XV�RI�WKH�
VWDWH�RI�IHDU�DQG�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�LQÁLFWHG�XSRQ�LQQRFHQW�FLYLOLDQV�E\�WKHVH�VXUYHLOODQFH�V\VWHPV��WKHLU�
presumed long-lasting psychological effects taking years to reconcile. 
 Contemplating the long-term effects of war on the population also becomes the central point 
RI�IRFXV�LQ�WKH�YLGHR�5HKHDUVDO�(2020), where a young boy getting a piggyback ride from a slightly 
ROGHU� IULHQG�ORXGO\�SHUIRUPV�WKH�VRXQGV�RI�JXQÀUH�� WXK�WXK�WXK«�WXK�WXK�WXK³WXK�WXUUK� WXUKKKK...  
6KDNLQJ�IURP�WKH�ZHLJKW�UHVWLQJ�RQ�KLV�EDFN��WKH�VXSSRUWLQJ�IULHQG�URWDWHV�OHIW�DQG�ULJKW�WR�JLYH�WKH�
\RXQJ�ER\�D�EURDGHU�YLHZ�DV�KH�XQOHDVKHV�EXOOHWV�ÀULQJ�IURP�KLV�LPDJLQDU\�JXQ�KHOG�HIIRUWOHVVO\�LQ�
KLV�VFUDJJO\�DUPV��:KLOH�WKLV�LV�D�UHODWLYHO\�VKRUW�YLGHR��WKH�ZRUN·V�KLVWRULFDO�SRWHQF\�JRHV�EH\RQG�LWV�
length.
� $Q�,VODPLF�KROLGD\�FHOHEUDWHG�WZLFH�DQQXDOO\��(LG�PDUNV�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�VDFUHG�DQG�IHVWLYH�
GD\V�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��ZKHQ�WKH�HYHU\GD\�KXVWOH�DQG�EXVWOH�RI�OLIH�PRPHQWDULO\�VWRSV�WR�JLYH�ZD\�WR�
the joys of family and community. In recent decades, Eid in Kabul has increasingly been engulfed by 
the spectacle of material consumerism. One of the most common and highly in-demand objects in 
VWRUHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FLW\�DUH�WR\�JXQV��WKDW�FRPH�LQ�YDULRXV�VKDSHV�DQG�IRUPV�DQG�KDYH�EHFRPH�HYHU�
PRUH�UHDOLVWLF�DQG�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��,Q�D�EL]DUUH�WZLVW�UHÁHFWLYH�RI�WKH�ZLGHU�HQYLURQPHQW��
children turn to these toy guns to celebrate Eid by staging fake wars waged with family, friends and 
neighbours. As a masterful stroke, in 5HKHDUVDO��+D]DUD�SUHVHQWV�DQ�DPDOJDPDWLRQ�RI�D�ORQJ��YLROHQW�
KLVWRU\�WKURXJK�WKLV�VLQJOH�VFHQH��)DFHG�ZLWK�WKH�KDUVK�UHDOLWLHV�RI�JURZLQJ�XS�ZLWK�QHYHU�HQGLQJ�
ZDU��WKHVH�\RXQJ�VXEMHFWV�KDYH�LQWHUQDOL]HG�LWV�PHFKDQLVPV��ZKLFK�LQ�UHWXUQ�ZLOO�JHQHUDWH�WKHP�LQWR�
DFWLYH�SOD\HUV�LQ�IXWXUH�ZDU��7KLV�ZRUN�LV�D�UHPLQGHU�RI�KRZ�HYHQ�WKH�PRVW�VDFUHG�RI�PRPHQWV�DQG�
innocent acts of play are not only contaminated by but also instrumentalized by the poison of war. 
 With a strong and dusty wind, a familiar sign of a summer day in Kabul, pushing against 
KLP��D�\RXQJ�ER\�GUHVVHG�LQ�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�3HUDKDQ�WXQEDQ�DQG�YHVW�DWWHPSWV�WR�VWDQG�XSRQ�D�URFN\�
VHWWLQJ�DW�WKH�HGJH�RI�D�SDQRUDPLF�YLHZ�RI�.DEXO��7KLV�PRPHQW�RI�HQGXUDQFH�DQG�SHUVHYHUDQFH�LV�SDUW�
RI�WKH�ÀYH�FKDQQHO�YLGHR�%RZ�(FKR�������³LQVWDOOHG�DFURVV�JLDQW�VFUHHQV�WKDW�KDQJ�LQ�D�VHPL�FLUFXODU�
presentation, each channel shows a different young boy attempting the same feat, to stand upon 
WKH�URFN�DQG�IRUFHIXOO\�EORZ�LQWR�D�VPDOO�WR\�WUXPSHW��RQO\�WR�EH�WRSSOHG�RII�WKH�URFN�E\�WKH�YLROHQW�
ZLQG�WKDW�DFUREDWLFDOO\�DQLPDWHV�WKHLU�VFUDZQ\�ERGLHV��7KH�YLHZHU�LV�LQYLWHG�WR�QRW�RQO\�VHH�WKH�ER\V�
UHSHDWHGO\�WDNH�XS�WKLV�TXHVW�VLGH�E\�VLGH�EXW�DOVR�OLVWHQ�WR�DQ�HHULH�VRXQG�PL[�RI�WKH�ÀHUFH�ZLQG��
GURQHV��KHOLFRSWHUV�DQG�WKH�WLQ\�SODVWLF�WUXPSHWV��ÀJKWLQJ�WR�DQQXO�RQH�DQRWKHU��,Q�WKLV�SRZHUIXOO\�
SRHWLF�ZRUN��+D]DUD�FRQWLQXHV�KLV�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�KRZ�FRQÁLFW�DQG�ZDU�SHQHWUDWH�HYHU\�SDUW�RI�OLIH��
The boy’s journey to mount the rock can be seen as a metaphorical depiction of what it is like to grow 
XS�LQ�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�ZKHUH�WKH�HFKRHV�RI�ZDU�EORZ�ÀHUFHO\�DW�\RX�IURP�D�\RXQJ�DJH��2QFH�DJDLQ��D�
WR\�WDNHV�D�FHQWUH�VWDJH�LQ�+D]DUD·V�ZRUN��EXW�RQO\�WKLV�WLPH�WR�EHFRPH�D�WRRO�WR�HPSRZHU��E\�JLYLQJ�
YRLFH�DQG�QRW�WDNLQJ�LW��7KH�ER\V·�LQDELOLW\�WR�VWDQG�VWLOO�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKH�ZLQG�DQG�FRQWLQXH�WR�EORZ�
WKHLU�WUXPSHWV�OHDYHV�RQH�ZRQGHULQJ�ZKDW�PHORGLHV�WKH\�ZRXOG�SOD\�ZKHQ�WKH�ZLQG�VHWWOHV�
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To hold you close as you fall with the hope that you may rise in a better place

� +D]DUD�IXUWKHU�H[SORUHV�WKLV�FRQWDPLQDWLRQ�DQG�LQVWUXPHQWDOL]DWLRQ�LQ�DQRWKHU�ZRUN�WLWOHG�
,�DP�ORRNLQJ�IRU�\RX�OLNH�D�GURQH��P\�ORYH�(2021). A large-scale panoramic image of immense piles of 
WUDVK��LQFOXGLQJ�PLOLWDU\�DQG�HOHFWURQLF�ZDVWH��IRRG��RIÀFH�VXSSOLHV�DQG�UDQGRP�MXQN�OHIW�EHKLQG�E\�
WKH�$PHULFDQ�IRUFHV�DIWHU�WKHLU�H[LW�IURP�%DJUDP�$LU�%DVH��LV�HYHQ�PRUH�KDXQWLQJ�DV�WKHVH�LQKHUHQWO\�
WR[LF�DQG�YLROHQW�PDWHULDOV�ZLOO�VRRQHU�UDWKHU�WKDQ�ODWHU�ÀQG�WKHLU�ZD\�LQWR�WKH�ORFDO�HFRQRP\�DQG�
OLIH��MXVW�DV�+D]DUD�KDG�VRXUFHG�KLV�PLOLWDU\�QLJKW�YLVLRQ�JRJJOHV�IURP�D�ORFDO�PDUNHW��&RQWUDVWLQJO\��
WKLV�ZRUN�UHÁHFWV�KRZ�WKH�RFFXS\LQJ�IRUFHV�WUHDWHG�WKH�ODQG�DQG�SHRSOH�DV�D�GXPSLQJ�JURXQG�IRU�
military and technological outcomes with no regard for either, while it also illustrates a direct attempt 
WR�GRFXPHQW�DQG�JDWKHU�HYLGHQFH�DJDLQVW�WKH�H[WHQGHG�HFRQRP\�WKDW�KHOSHG�SURSHO�WKH�ZDU��3URELQJ�
WKURXJK� WKH� H[SDQVLYH�PDWHULDO� DQG� QRWLQJ� LWV� SURGXFHUV� DQG� VXSSOLHUV�� WKH� YLHZHU� LV� LQYLWHG� WR�
ponder how this war offered an opportunity for major international corporations and calculating 
LQGLYLGXDOV�LQ�WUDGLQJ�OLYHV�IRU�PRQH\��
� ,Q�DQ�XQFDQQ\�GDQFH�RI�OLJKW�DQG�VRXQG��LQ�WKH�VLQJOH�FKDQQHO�GLJLWDO�YLGHR�7DNELU�(2022), 
+D]DUD�IXUWKHU�RIIHUV�WKH�YLHZHU�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�ORRN�DW�WKH�IDOO�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�RFFXSDWLRQ�DQG�
WKH�UHWXUQ�RI�WKH�EUXWDO�7DOLEDQ�UHJLPH��LQ�MX[WDSRVLQJ�YLGHRV�RI�.DEXO·V�XUEDQ�ODQGVFDSH�GLPO\�OLW�
by imported electricity from neighbouring countries, with chants of $OODK�X�$NEDU��´*RG�LV�JUHDWµ��
RUFKHVWUDWHG�E\�WKH� ORFDO�JRYHUQPHQW�VHHNLQJ�WR�YDOLGDWH� LWV�RZQ�UHOLJLRXV� LGHQWLW\�DV� WKH�7DOLEDQ�
were entering the capital. These chants are followed by the beguiling melodies of Taliban QDVKHHGV 
WRZDUGV� WKH� HQG�� VLJQDOOLQJ� WKH� WXUQ� RI� D� QHZ� HUD� DQG� H[WHQGLQJ� DQ� LQYLWDWLRQ� WR� LQYHVWLJDWH� WKH�
FUXFLDO�UROH�WKDW�VRQLF�PHGLD�SOD\HG�LQ�FRQVWUXFWLQJ�WKH�QDUUDWLYHV�RI�ERWK�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�
7DOLEDQ·V�ZDU��'LVSHUVHG�IDU�DQG�ZLGH��RQOLQH�DQG�RIÁLQH��WKHVH�VRXQGV�DUH�HYLGHQFH�WR�DQG�DFWLYH�
SOD\HUV�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ·V�UHFHQW�WXPXOWXRXV�IDLWK��7KH�SURSRVLWLRQ�+D]DUD�SRQGHUV�LQ�7DNELU is what is 
¶JUHDWQHVV·³SRQWLÀFDWHG�XSRQ�IDEULFDWHG�WUXWKV��ZKLOH�D�WUDQVPXWHG�P\VWHU\�OXUNV�LQ�WKH�VKDGRZV��
+HQFH��WKLV�ZRUN�GHOLQHDWHV�EHWZHHQ�OLJKW�DQG�VRXQG�DV�V\PEROV�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�HSLVWHPRORJLHV�
RI� WKH�QDUUDWLYHV� FRQVWUXFWHG�DURXQG� WKH�ZDU� LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ�DQG� LWV�GLUH� FRQVHTXHQFHV�XSRQ� WKH�
nation’s future. If Afghanistan’s history could teach us anything, it is that great powers come and 
JR��6WLOO��WKHLU�OHJDFLHV�RI�SDLQ�DQG�WKH�VFDUV�RI�WUDXPD�ZLOO�OLNHO\�ODVW�IRUHYHU�DQG�PXWDWH�LQWR�HYHU�
deadlier agents of chaos. 
� $V� LV� HYLGHQW� LQ� WKHVH� DUWZRUNV�� +D]DUD� EULQJV� DQ� HPSKDWLFDOO\� QXDQFHG� ORRN� LQWR�
UHH[DPLQLQJ�WKH�OHJDFLHV�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�RFFXSDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�QRW�RQO\�EUDYH�EXW�DOVR�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�
IRU�ERWK�ORFDO�DQG�IRUHLJQ�DUWLVWV��0RUHRYHU��KLV�VHDUFK�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�URRWV�RI�YLROHQFH�DQG�
WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�GHEXQNLQJ�WKH�ELJJHU�VSHFWDFOH�RI�WKLV�ZDU�LV�QRWKLQJ�EXW�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�ZKHQ�VHHQ�
WKURXJK�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�DUWLVW�OLYHG�DQG�ZRUNHG�XQGHU�WKHVH�UHDOLWLHV�XQWLO�YHU\�UHFHQWO\��
� ,Q�+D]DUD·V�DUWZRUNV��FRQWHPSRUDU\�ZDU·V�LQYLVLEOH�H[WHULRULWLHV�DQG�H[WHQGHG�PHFKDQLVPV�
assume an essential place. Regarding them as consolidated instruments in the continuation of war 
DQG�E\�PDNLQJ�WKHP�YLVLEOH�WR�WKH�SXEOLF��KH�DFWLYHO\�FRQVWUXFWV�D�SUDFWLFH�RI�UHVLVWDQFH�DJDLQVW�WKHVH�
structures and tools of oppression. Furthermore, there is an undeniable thirst for justice in his works, 
PDNLQJ� WKHP� H[WUHPHO\� LPSRUWDQW� DQG� UHVRXUFHIXO� IRU� RXU� DELOLW\� WR� PHPRULDOL]H�$IJKDQLVWDQ·V�
UHFHQW�VRFLDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�KLVWRU\��$]L]�+D]DUD�JLYHV�XV�D�JOLPSVH�LQWR�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP�HIIHFWV�RI�WKH�
ODVW�WZR�GHFDGHV�RI�ZDU�EH\RQG�LWV�HQG�DQG�UHPLQGV�XV�KRZ�LW�ZLOO�WDNH�DQ�H[WHQGHG�WLPH�EHIRUH�ZH�
PLJKW�IXOO\�JUDVS�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�WKH�GDPDJH�LW�KDV�LQÁLFWHG�XSRQ�$IJKDQ�VRFLHW\��6LPXOWDQHRXVO\��KH�
VXEWO\�OHYHUDJHV�WKH�SRWHQWLDOLWLHV�RI�DUW�DQG�FULWLFDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ�WR�FKDOOHQJH�RIÀFLDO�DFFRXQWV�RI�WKH�
ZDU�DQG�HIIHFWLYHO\�GLVUXSW�WKHLU�FRQWLQXLW\��


